Welcome Address by the President

Dr Chris C Nwannenna PhD FNCS

This is the 21st in the series of this annual event. The theme for this year’s session is “Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria: IT Strategies and Tools”.

As most of us are aware the UN’s eight Millennium Development Goals(MDGs) is an economic and social blueprint, agreed to by all the nations of the world as well as leading development institutions, galvanizing efforts aimed at meeting the needs of the poor and deprived countries of the world. It is believed that if effort is sustained across the world along the strategies recommended the objectives of the MDGs, which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and proving universal primary education, will be met by 2015.

 Nigeria is part of this global understanding and, the Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) will, during this conference, highlight the issues involved and will dwell on the need to identify relevant and cost-effective IT strategies, tools and infrastructures required to achieve poverty reduction in Nigeria by the target year of 2015, in compliance with the MDGs The Conference will feature experts from within and outside the country and will discuss issues of Job Creation using IT, Empowering Women using IT, Enabling Technologies for Wealth Creation, etc. 

A number of UN bodies, government agencies, NGOs, etc, have been focusing on this subject to signify its importance and some of them have been invited to this conference. Our effort here is complementary and it is our own contribution to the necessary awareness required to drive the program.
Ladies and Gentlemen, this is one forum we have always used to communicate with the government on issues that the IT industry feels very strongly about.

In August last year the federal government inaugurated a Presidential Task Force on the restructuring of government institutions/organizations in the communications, broadcasting and IT sectors. One of the responsibilities of the Task Force was to identify, given the implications of convergence, areas of modern innovations in the telecommunications, broadcasting and IT sectors that enjoy common mode of operation with a view to ascertaining and stating the implication and viability of establishing a common regulatory regime for such mode of operation. The organizations identified for the purposes of the restructuring exercise included Ministry of Communications, Ministry of Information, Ministry of Science and Technology, National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), and the National Communications Commission (NCC). The Nigeria Computer Society was a member of the Technical Sub-Committee of the Task Force which included NBC, NCC, NITDA, etc.
NCS had in the past consistently advocated the creation of an IT Ministry. However, in the light of the implications of convergence, and drawing from the experiences of other countries, such as Egypt, NCS recommended a restructuring that would create
a Ministry of Information and Communication Technologies (MCIT) 
to comprise a merged NBC and NCC, NITDA and CPN.

This recommendation was almost unanimous across other members of the Technical Sub-committee. However the whole Task Force was yet to submit a report when the government announced the restructuring of Ministries and agencies. The restructuring exercise, which is currently subsisting, has NCC moved to the Ministry of Information. NITDA was left in the Ministry of Science and Technology, and CPN in the Ministry of Education.
This arrangement places the IT and communications agencies in three different Ministries thus still leaving room for duplication of functions, which we thought that the whole exercise of harmonization was intended to curb.

Another point worth mentioning is that the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology has more that 20 agencies and parastatals under its supervision. To leave NITDA in this overstretched Ministry implies that we are not placing any premium on Information Technology, which the whole world has come to accept as a key enabler of the economy.

The Federal government should therefore revisit the harmonization issue. The recommendation that a Ministry of Information and Communications Technologies MCIT) comprising the agencies mentioned above, should be established has a lot of merit and needs to be implemented. 
Additionally all the state governments in the country should be encouraged to establish a similar ministry. NCS will offer services to any state that requires assistance in order to achieve this. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the last 4 years witnessed unprecedented developments in the IT and communications sectors, thanks to the support of the former President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo. We take this opportunity to congratulate and welcome President Umaru Musa Yar’adua and look forward to more and improved support from him for the IT industry.
For the positive developments in the IT industry alluded to above, NCS is very happy and proud to have been a catalyst for some of them and I will itemize a few below.
i) Local Content  Development: Applications Software

NCS mounted and sustained a campaign for the recognition, acceptance and

promotion of applications software developed by indigenous professionals since
 it had been shown, with examples of proven and tested software products and
 services that we have the requisite skills in this area. Our proposal in this 
direction was formally accepted when a circular from the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation directed its Ministries and agencies to give priority 

attention to indigenous applications software in  their choice of such products.
Additionally , and also of equal importance, is the fact that the current leadership 

of NITDA,in line with the position of NCS, is intent on promoting the development 

of indigenous software e products and services. Given that the

country spends more than $500m annually on imported applications software the

 positive impact of these measures on job and wealth creation will be significant 

and will manifest in the next few years. I consider this as one of the major

 achievements of NCS during my tenure.

ii)
Establishment of IT Departments in Ministries
Considering the role IT is playing and will continue to play in the day-to-day

 operations of Federal Ministries and parastatals NCS recommended that IT 

Departments be established in these agencies. This recommendation is now 

being implemented in the ministries and we hope that qualified professionals are 

appointed to head these departments so as to realize the overall objective of this 

measure.
iii) The NITDA Act
We strongly promoted the passage of the Bill even though NCS was eventually short-changed in the composition of the NITDA Board. Thus, even with all its imperfections, the Act has finally established NITDA legally and we feel proud to have been part of the whole process.
iv) The .ng Problem
NCS pioneered the resolution of the dispute that arose from the claims and counter claims by contending groups and individuals connected with the

 initial registration of Nigeria’s .ng country code domain name. This was one of the most difficult tasks that I faced as President. I am happy, however, that in the end our proposal that a neutral private sector led organization be setup to take control of the administration of .ng has materialized. The Nigeria Internet Registration Association (NIRA) with Board of Trustees as well as Executive members drawn from different stakeholder organizations has been founded to administer .ng to the satisfaction of all interested parties.
Ladies and Gentlemen, this is my last conference because I have served two consecutive terms of two years each as the President of NCS. By our constitution I am bound to bow out at the end of this event. Therefore this is my valedictory conference and I feel honoured that this particular conference is being hosted in my own state capital, Owerri. The credit for this, of course, goes to my National Executive Council for supporting me and adopting this venue.
I also wish to place on record that this Council worked tirelessly to complete the first phase of our secretariat complex at Alausa Ikeja.

On behalf of this National Executive Council I thank all of you for being here.
Welcome to our 21st national conference.
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