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The Nigeria Computer Society (NCS), the umbrella body of IT professionals in 
Nigeria held her 21st national conference and AGM from 17th to 20th July 2007 at 
the Concorde Hotel Owerri, Imo State. The theme of the Conference was 
“Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria: IT Strategies and
 Tools”.
The Conference was very-well attended attracting great and erudite scholars of 
repute around the world. Of special mention is Senator Anyim Pius Anyim, a 
former President of the Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, who chaired 
the Opening Ceremony. The Imo State Government was fully represented by the
 Deputy Governor, Dr Mrs Ada Okwuonu, the Head of Service, Dr Mrs Agatha 
Ndugbu, the Chief of Staff to the Governor, Mr Emma Ohakim and many other 
highly placed officials of the state government.
The Fellows’ Breakfast lecture was delivered by Nze Ozichukwu F Chukwu, 
KSM, PDP National Vice-Chairman, South East.  The Banquet and Closing
 Ceremonies was chaired by Dr Douglas Acholonu, a former Deputy Governor of 
Imo State. One of the highlights of the Closing Ceremonies was the Conferment 
of an Honorary Fellowship on Prof Maurice Iwu, Chairman of the Independent
National Electoral Commission, INEC. Prof Cleophas Angaye, DG of NITDA was 
one of the dignitaries that graced the occasion. After extensive intellectual 

brainstorming for four days conference resolved that:
1. Given that IT has a lot of potential for creating jobs, and thereby eradicating poverty, it should be considered as a key weapon for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria. 

2. Government should through a private public partnership arrangement, to be executed through NITDA, establish ICT centers and extend Internet facilities to the remote areas of the country for the training and empowerment of women and youths, so that they could take advantage of several job opportunities in the ICT sectors.
3. Given the crucial role that IT is playing and will continue to play in the socio-economic and technological development of Nigeria it has become imperative that the Federal government establishes, as a matter of urgency, a Ministry of Information and Communications Technologies to facilitate effective harnessing of IT as a tool for national development.

4. Additionally all the state governments in the country should be encouraged to establish a similar ministry. NCS will offer services to any state that requires assistance in order to achieve this. 

5. The Federal government be commended for establishing IT Departments in the Federal Ministries and Parastatals and that government should ensure that only qualified IT professionals registered by the Computer Professionals Registration Council of Nigeria are appointed to head the departments.
6. The preponderance of high bandwidth costs to local ISPs, which is ultimately transferred to consumers, should be of utmost concern to the government and recommends that NIGCOMSAT be effectively harnessed to drastically reduce high bandwidth costs and hence high cost of Internet access, in the country.
7. Federal and state governments should provide Internet access for all universities and tertiary institutions to enable them benefit from numerous opportunities for collaborative work research, e-learning, etc.
